
without whom the contest 

couldn’t happen.  It wouldn’t be 

a contest without the chair, 

counters, timers and judges. 

At the Bedford Speakers con-

test, Sue Savage took the chair 

for the second time. 

“My first time as contest chair 

was very stressful.  I was de-
termined that it was going to be 

different this time. 

“I began by reading the contest 

rulebook.  I’m glad I did, as I 
found several rules I didn’t 

know about, including that 
judges’ names aren’t supposed 

to be on the agenda! 

“Next I prepared for the contest 

itself.  When I’m TME at a club 

meeting it’s easy because eve-
rything’s laid out on the agenda 

and all I have to do is follow it.  I 

Club contest season is upon  

us once more, and leading 

the way is Cornerstone Com-

municators, who held their 

club speech and evaluation 

contest on 31st January.   

Next to compete was Bedford 
Speakers, in February, closely 

followed by the two Milton 
Keynes clubs, Eldergate and 

North Bucks Speakers in March, 

ready for the 
area contest on 

the 29th. 

Our speech contest contestants 

will be Gayna Cooper, Paul 
Breakey, Brian Bollen and Rob 

Neal.  Competing at evaluation 

will be Jenny Chalmers, Paul 
Haywood, Trisha Page and 

Simon Loughnane. 

But as well as the competitors, 

let’s not forget all those people 

thought the same approach 

might work for a contest, so I 

went to the D71 website and 
found a contest script.  It told 

me everything I needed to do, 
and also included a tear-off set 

of numbers for drawing speak-

ing positions.  With my script in 
hand, chairing the contest went 

from stressful to enjoyable. 

“That’s not to say I didn’t make 

mistakes—I forgot to tell the 
competitors to arrive early for 

their briefing—but aside from 

that things went very smoothly 

and we had a great contest.” 

The Area 44 contest is rapidly 

approaching, and like all con-

tests it will need timekeepers, 
judges, etc.  But even if you 

aren’t taking on one of those 
roles, you can still play one of 

the most important roles at the 

contest—the audience. 

It ’s  Contest Season!  

Does  your club need an MOT?  

  Do you belong to a quality 

club?  Of course you do—

we’re all quality clubs in Area 

44—but could there be room 

for improvement?   

At the Club Officer Training in 
February, each club worked 

through the Moments of Truth 

program from the Successful 
Club series to identity their own 

strengths and areas for im-
provement.  Just like a speech 

evaluation at a regular club 

meeting, we were left with lots 

of great ideas for improving our 
clubs.  But it doesn’t have to 

stop there. 

If you think your club is due its 

annual MOT, why not run Mo-
ments of Truth at a club meet-

ing?  Club officers don’t always 
have the same perspective on 

things as other club members, 

so you may learn even more 

about how to improve your club. 

 Moments of Truth is available 
to download for free from the 

Toastmasters International 

website—visit http://

www.toastmasters.org/

MofTruth.aspx where you’ll 

find everything you need to run 

this module. 
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Achievements 

Has anyone in your club 
achieved an educational 

award recently?  Or done 
something else worthy of 

recognition?  Let us know and 

we’ll print it in the next issue. 

Want to see your name in 

print? 

If you’ve got something  you 

want to share with fellow 

Toastmasters in Area 44, 
please send it in to +44 as we 

are always looking for new 

articles and features. 

Future Events 

Got a special event coming 
up?  Let the rest of the area 

know about it through +44 and 
get more support from 

neighbouring clubs. 

Something to say?  
Area 44 

Division G 

District 71 

Toastmasters International 

E-mail: 

plus44@bedfordspeakers.co.uk 

March 2011 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 3 North Bucks 

Speakers 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 Bedford 

Speakers 

11 12 13 

14 Eldergate 

Toastmasters 

contest 

15 Cranfield 

demo meeting 

16 17 North Bucks 

Speakers contest 

18 19 20 

21 Cornerstone 

Communicators 

22 23 24 Bedford 

Speakers 

25 26 27 

28 Eldergate 

Toastmasters 

29 Area 44 

Contest 

30 Cranfield 

Speakers 

31 North Bucks 

Speakers 

   

Area Calendar 

April 2011 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 North Bucks 

Speakers 

8 9 10 

11 Eldergate 

Toastmasters 

12 13 Cranfield 

Speakers 

14 Bedford 

Speakers 

15 16 Division G 

contest 

17 

18 Cornerstone 

Communicators 

19 20 21 North Bucks 

Speakers 

22 23 24 

25  26 27 Cranfield 

Speakers 

28 Bedford 

Speakers 

29 30  


